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New Delhi, 1 November 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the Congress have reached 
out to rebels to foil possible 

attempts to upset their apple cart in the 
upcoming Assembly elections. 

Concerned that party rebels could 
dent its performance in the Hindi heart-
land states, as they did in the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly polls in December 
2022, the BJP leadership has in recent 
days touched base with aspirants whom 
it has denied tickets. Such workers have 
now either joined smaller parties to con-
test elections or announced that they 
would fight as Independents. 

The Congress, aware of how party 
rebels contesting as Independents in the 
Rajasthan Assembly polls in 2018 hurt 
the prospects of its official candidates 
in over two dozen seats, has launched a 
similar exercise in the election-bound 
states, including Telangana. In Madhya 
Pradesh, for example, in a post on X on 
October 17, former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Digvijaya Singh 
“appealed” to aspirants who were 
denied tickets to exercise patience and 
help form a Congress government in the 
state. Singh indicated that those denied 
tickets would be accommodated if the 
Congress came to power in MP. 

In Himachal last year, when the BJP 
lost by less than a percentage of vote 
share to the Congress — it received 43 
per cent to the rival party’s 43.9 per cent 
— an estimated 28 of the 99 
Independents in the fray for the 68-
member Assembly were rebels. 

All three Independents who won 
were BJP dissidents. Independents col-
lectively bagged 9.7 per cent of the votes 
polled compared to 112; they had a 6.34 
per cent vote share in the 2017 Assembly 
polls in the state. 

In Rajasthan in 2018, as many as 13 
Independents won. A majority were 
Congress rebels, who halted the party’s 
tally at a precarious 99 seats in the 200-
member Assembly. A couple of months 
later, 12 of the Independent legislators 
joined the Congress. 

Data from the 2018 Assembly elec-
tions in these states shows that 
Independents and smaller parties 
accounted for a fifth of the votes polled. 
In Chhattisgarh, Independents and 
smaller parties polled nearly 24 per cent 
votes. In MP, they secured 18.09 per cent 
and Rajasthan 22 per cent (see chart). 

The role of rebels and smaller parties 
becomes crucial in close fights. This was 
evident in Madhya Pradesh in 2018, as 
the BJP secured fractionally a better 
vote share but the Congress emerged as 
the single largest party. Five years later, 
the BJP has dropped 32 sitting legisla-
tors. In MP, during his visit to the state 

over the weekend, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah met disgruntled BJP leaders, 
who did not get tickets, and persuaded 
several of them not to contest as 
Independents. 

In Chhattisgarh, where the Congress 
has dropped 22 sitting legislators, at 
least a dozen rebel aspirants are part of 
the list of the Amit Jogi-led Janta 
Congress Chhattisgarh (J) (JCCJ). 

In Rajasthan, the Congress is prepar-
ing to reject at least a third of its sitting 
legislators as its internal survey has sug-
gested significant anti-incumbency. But 
it is wary of rebels joining smaller parties 
or contesting as Independents. In 2018, 
as many as 38 seats were decided by 
margins of less than 5,000 votes, includ-
ing nine where the difference was less 
than thousand votes. 

Apart from Independents, several 
smaller parties could also hurt the 
prospects of the BJP and Congress, the 
principal opponents of the three Hindi 
heartland states. 

In Chhattisgarh, the prominent ones 
include Gondwana Gantantra Party, 
JCCJ and Hamar Raj Party. In Rajasthan, 
Hanuman Beniwal-led Rashtriya 
Loktantrik Party, Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), and Bharatiya Tribal 
Party are in the fray and influential in 
certain pockets. The Bahujan Samaj 
Party has a significant presence in parts 
of these states, while the Aam Aadmi 
Party has fielded candidates, too. 

While these “others” garnered a sig-
nificant vote share in the December 2018 
Assembly elections in Chhattisgarh, MP 
and Rajasthan, the Lok Sabha elections 
five months later saw the BJP not only 
eating into the Congress vote share in 
these states but also that of 
Independents and smaller parties. The 
BJP’s vote share in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls increased by nearly 20 per cent in 
these three states compared to its 
Assembly performance. In 
Chhattisgarh, for example, the BJP 
increased its vote share to 50.7 per cent 
and Congress saw a dip of two per cent 
to 41, but that of the “others” was a third 
of the 24 per cent they received in 
December 2018.

BJP, Cong court rebels to 
avoid upsets in elections
Rivals wary of those denied tickets as past polls serve reminder of damage
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Mumbai, 1 November  

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde on Wednesday said the all-party 
meeting held earlier in the day decided 
that reservation should be given to the 
Maratha community without tampering 
with the existing quotas of other commu-
nities in the state. 

Speaking to reporters here, Shinde also 
appealed activist Manoj Jarange, who is 
on hunger strike for Maratha reservation 
since October 25, to call off his fast and 
give the government some time. 

“It was decided unanimously at the all-
party meeting that the state should make 
efforts for securing Maratha reservation 
without touching the existing quotas of 
other communities. I appeal and request 
Manoj Jarange to withdraw his fast and 
cooperate with the government. The state 
needs some time to prepare for the cura-
tive petition filed in the Supreme Court,” 
Shinde said.  

The government is working on two 
fronts — issuing Kunbi caste certificates 
to Marathas from Marathwada (so that 
they can avail of OBC reservation) and 
preparing an error-free submission as part 
of the curative petition filed in the apex 
court, he said. 

“The all-party meeting also expressed 
its disappointment over the violent inci-
dents reported in the last few days. Such 
violent acts would be a blot on the Maratha 
community’s agitation for reservation. The 
state government needs some time to pre-
pare a submission that will pass the legal 

test,” he said. 

‘Govt should tell why it needs  
more time’ 
After the all-party meeting, Jarange asked 
the Maharashtra government to make it 
clear whether it is ready to provide reser-
vation to the entire Maratha community 
and why it needs more time in granting 
quota to it. 

He also asked the government to come 
to the protest site and hold talks with him. 

Jarange made the remarks after the 
government held an all-party meeting in 
Mumbai earlier in the day to discuss the 
Maratha quota issue. After the meeting, 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde had said 
that the state needs some time to prepare 
for the curative petition filed in the 
Supreme Court. 

Reservation will be given without 
touching existing quota: Shinde

Maratha Kranti Morcha activists burn tyres and other inflammable items during a 
protest on Pune-Solapur Highway to press for Maratha reservation, in Solapur,  
on Wednesday PHOTO: PTI
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Jarange refuses to relent, asks why state needs more time to give reservation

Centre tells SC: Electoral bonds  
aimed at eradicating black money
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, 1 November 

The Centre told the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday that 
almost every country, includ-
ing India, was grappling with 
the problem of use of black 
money in elections and the 
electoral bonds scheme was a 
"conscious attempt" to eradi-
cate the menace of "unclean 
money" in the poll process. 

Arguing before a five-judge 
constitution bench headed by 
Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, repre-

senting the Centre, said the 
apex court may not take this 
particular scheme as a stand-
alone attempt in the direction 
of dealing with the menace of 
black money. 

Mehta highlighted steps 
taken by the government to 
deal with black money includ-
ing digitised payments and 
action taken against 2.38 lakh 
"shell companies" between 
2018 and 2021. 

"The use of black money in 
elections and politics in gen-
eral and elections in particu-
lar...every country is grappling 
with this problem. Country-

specific issues are being dealt 
with by every country 
depending upon the circum-
stances existing," he told the 
bench, which also comprised 
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, B R 
Gavai, J B Pardiwala and 
Manoj Misra. 

Plea in SC seeks review of 
October 17 verdict on 
same-sex marriage 
A petition has been filed in the 
Supreme Court seeking a 
review of its October 17 verdict 
by which it had refused to 
accord legal recognition to 
same-sex marriage. The plea 

says the majority judgement 
acknowledged discrimination 
against queer couple but 
"turned them away with best 
wishes for the the future". 

The review plea by one of 
the petitioners Udit Sood has 
been filed with the apex court 
registry. 

"The Petitioners respect-
fully submit that this Court 
ought to review and correct its 
decision in …because the 
impugned judgement suffers 
from errors apparent on the 
face of the record and is self-
contradictory and manifestly 
unjust," the review plea said. 


